The Maternity Hospital
Ivy   House,  Hackney
THIS Hospital is one for the accommodation of young mothers on the occasion of the birth of their illegitimate children. It is a humble building, containing twenty-fiye beds, although 1 think a few more can be arranged. That It serves its purpose well, until the large Maternity Hospital of which I have already spoken can be built, is shown by the fact that 286 babies (of whom only twenty-five were not illegitimate) were born here in 1909 without the loss of a single mother. Thirty babies died, however, which the lady-Officer in charge thought rather a high proportion, but one accounted for by the fact that during this particular year a large number of the births were premature. In 1908, 270 children were born, of whom twelve died, six of these being premature. The cases are drawn from London and other towns where the Salvation Army is at work. Generally they, or their relatives and friendst or perhaps the father of the child, apply to the Army to help them in their trouble, thereby, no